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Our junior high students learned how to collaborate and problem solve
as they designed and built scarecrows for the parish Oktoberfest.
While you were there I hope you found a favorite scarecrow among the
ones that were displayed.  Part of being a STEM school has students
evaluate and improve their work in an authentic way.  The students will
evaluate how well their scarecrows held up in the outside elements and
make improvements for next year.  By going through this process their
future problem solving skills will be improved.

St. Mary was busy in October with the completion of the first quarter.
Students finished up projects and prepared for future events like
Halloween and All Saints Day all at the same time. Our teachers
helped them navigate through all the different activities and due dates.
A special event we looked forward to was the Handbag Bash, which
was organized by our PTU.  This fundraiser provided food, raffle prizes,
and lots of fun. The Handbag Bash helped the PTU prepare for future

events and fun for our students.

Friday, October 14th was a special day for our 2nd grade students. Their field trip to Holden Arboretum focused
on trees.  The students learned how to identify trees by the shape of their leaves and the life cycle of trees.
The best part was that they were surrounded by nature while they were there. I am sure some of the 2nd grade
students will become future scientists.



Fall is a great time for many family events.  I always enjoyed picking out pumpkins with my children this time
of year.  St. Mary had a successful family event, our annual Trunk or Treat evening. For this to be successful,
we needed our parish family to help, and many parish groups came to help provide a safe, fun night for all.
We invited our parish family to celebrate All Saints Day Mass with us on November 1st. Another family event
in November will be the Hall of Faith. This is the first year for this event. We celebrated the Guardians’ success
by having a dress down day.

Friday we joined the community of faith when we prayed for the priests in our diocese as part of AM 1260 The
Rock’s 5th Annual Day of Prayer and Fasting. Mrs. Passow planned a prayer service where students had the
chance to deepen their faith through prayer and reflection. As a reminder of our faith, students had their
Halloween costumes blessed before their parties on October 31st. On November 1st, the school will celebrate
All Saints Day by professing our faith at Mass. The 7th grade students will also present their saint projects.


